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Though as a momber in long standing of America's great Consuming Publice, I've be-
come accustomed to skimming over the advertiscments in the periodicals I rcad, there is
still one thing I kccp a sharp cyc out for as I flip past the gaudy come-ons: the word
"froe", For whilc most "frec! offers arc just gimmicks of no real intercst, there sare
just cnough worthwhile itcms to meke the timc spent in looking for tham profitable.

And by "worthwhile itcms", I mean the scrowball offers of the Stan Freberg varicty.
These arc the idecas that hclp made advertising an ert form to be studied; and I've ma-
naged to build a small collection of these free promotional girmicks., 1I'd like to
tell you about a couplc of thom,

The prize of my collection is a stamp album from the Helipot Corp., a local manu-
facturer of preccision instruments. Passing over the album itsclf, the stamps thamsclves
consist of sheets of 14 or more of the following: =& 1¢ buff-and-yellow triangular, with
a picturc of a caveman scravling "E=mc<" on his cave wall, and the inscription, "Engi-
ncers arg people'; a 2¢ light-and-dark orange squarc of the U.S. "Wirginia Dare" comme-
morative dimensions, inscribed, ™lc wclcome your problems with cnthusiasm" —-— I'm surec
you've all scen thc accompanying illustration; a 3¢ green—and-yellow of the samc dimen-
sions, picturing a man tossing a mcmo into the wastebasket as he says into the tcle-
phone, "Ics, sir, that's a firm date!"; a 4€ rectangular (purplc) inscribed, "Pcople are
basically honcst", showing two statucs glaring mistrustfully at cach othcr; and a 5¢
pink-and-orange upright rcetangular showing & man with an apple on his head and two ar-
rows in his chest, with the caption, "Keep smiling -- Have faith", Accompanying all of
this is a note: '"Upon inspcction Of your stamp collection You may draw the conclusion
There's nothirng for fusion But lick 'om There's stickum." You may be surc that I have
not lickcd 'em; I'm keeping this set in mint condition. I don't recall what these stamps
were in promotion of; a Christmas grecting on the envelope might mean that they were just
Christmas gifts from the company to its customers. But it's a sterling oxamplc of kook
advertising, in any casc,.

General Dynamics commissioned a series cf posters for the Gencva International Ex-
position of 1955, around the theme of "Atoms for Pcace". Thesc were non-humorous, in
the line of scrious poster art, They werce rceprinted in connection with a scrics of ad-
vertisements, the last of which offered the sot of posters reprinted on thick cardbcard
in a postcard format. Therc werc 9 in all, well worth the stamp it took to scnd for
them, They are lithoed in full color; bcautiful cxamples of good abstract art.

There's no room to tell you about any others now; I may go on next issuc. Iy
point is that you can get some excellent items for no more than the trouble of writing
for them, if you know how to go about it. If you cver sce anything of this sort, why
not try it? And let me know about it —- it may be an advertiscment I've misscd.
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I noticc that the Miugo" ballot this year has a ncw category: Bost Science Fiction
Book Publisher. This is a happy choice; while I don't think it's going to cncourage the
publishers much to improve their standards competing for it, it's still nice to sce that
the publishers who heve shown by their warcs that thoy arc interested in our field will
get some recognition,

On first consideration, I immediatcly thought of the scicnce fiction specilalty
houses, It's too bad that most of them arc defunct by now; I would've liked to sce
Fantasy Preoss gct somcthing for all the top-quality books it produced between 1947
and 1957, Good storics, some with fine illustrations or cndpapers; solid, colorful
folt binding and gold-lcaf lettering; top quality papcr; cye-catching dust jackcts; P
rcasonable priccs., The two Polaris Press volumecs arc descrving of awards by thome
sclves, for their quality., I think Eshbach will be missed morce than any of the other
fan-pro cditors; his warcs werc all that you could ask for, in both quality and fro- .
quency of publication,

On thc other hand, thc onc rcmaining spccialty publisher in this ficld, Arkham
Housc, has incrcascd its publishing frequency this last year to the point that it
will be a scrious contender for the "Huge!., In a way, this is more than fitting -~
after all, Arkham Housc was the first such gpecialty publisher in this field to cver
amount to anything, August Derleth preserved the fine weird-fantasy of Lovecraft,
CASmith, Whitchcad, Howard, and othcrs from obiivien in the forgotten back issucs of
WEIRD TALES. (Who, cven among today's prozinec collectors, cver rcads all the old
magazines he buys?j Ho madec Tritz Leiber's Adept's Gambit aveilable tc us in Night's .
Black Ageonts, and brought Wiliiam Hope Hodgson to this country in the two memorable
collcctions, The House on the Borderland and Carnacki, the Ghost-Finder. For about
ten yecars after 1948, though, Arkham Housc scemed practically cxtinct, sometimes not s
managing to produce morc than onc book in over a year — I would wonder with cach cne
if i1t werce a ".ast gasp" offort., Happily, though, Arkham Housc has been picking up
speed lately, and this last ycar has secn such titles as The Dunwich Horror and Others
(Lovecraft), Oollccted Pocms (Lovecraft), The Horror from the Hills (Long), Who Fears
the Devil? (Wellmen), and Mr. George and Other Odd Persons ("Grendon'); and morc arc
forthcoming momentarily., Thesc are also fine products; excellent cxamples of weird
fantasy, printed on fine paper, attractively bound (though that Holliston Black Novelex
is murder on taking fingermarks), with artistic dust jackets. Thc prices are usually a
triflc high, but considering that all the other specialty publishers charging lower
prices have gonc bankrupt, it's a nccessary covil. If this "Hugo! werec being limited to
the sf specialty houses, Arkham House would win in a walk., As it is, its quality will
still make it a strong contender, coven though its half-dozen titics can't match Doublcday
or the paperback publishers for quantity,

-

Arkham Housc isn't the only specialty publisher in the field, come to think of it,
but Advent: Publishers docsn't publish scicnee fiction itsclf, and Canaveral's just
getting started. lost of Canaveral's production so far, too, has been the Burroughs
titles in public domain; as cverybody is reprinting Burroughs today, this docsn't make '
Canaveral's wares unique cnough to merit a "Hugo" this ycar, to my mind., Next year,
with the hitherto-unpublished Burroughs matcrial and the ncw Doc Smith books, it may
be a different story,
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Arc therc any mainstrcam publishcrs whose science fiction lincs might qualify them
for thc "Hugo"? Certainiy Doubleday's would, Doublcday scldom publishes anything of
outstanding merit, but it scldom hits a real clinker, citheor, and it lcads all other
hardback publishcrs in quantity of sf published. In its GF Book Club, it also rcprints
the pick of all the other mainstrcam publishers! sf crops; and the organization of the
SF Book Club makes hardbacked sf evailable to many who otheorwise would scldom sec any-
thing besides the paperbacks. Doubleday, then, is another major choice for the "Hugo'.

I don't think any of the other mainstream publishcers have much of a showing this
year, though., Putnam has Blish, iHeinlcin, and Piper among its stablc of authors, but
Glory Road is its only titlc of any merit in the last twelve months; scarccly cnough to
make it a strong contcnder., Harcourt, Brace & Yorld has Andrc Norton, Arthur C. Clarke,
and thc Amcrican cdition of the Amis-Congquest Spectrum anthologics; Simon & Schuster has
the annual Merril collcction of Year's Best S-F; more good quality, but not much of it.
Werc there any other publishers of hardcover sf during 19637
I can't rccall any, (Well, Avalon...)

What about the paperback publishers? To my mind, there arc
two looming giants for 1963 -~ Acc and Pyramid. How do these
compare?

Acc has rcgularly rclcased somcthing like five titlcs a
month during the entire 1963 period. Onc double-novel, one
single novel, a Burroughs rcprint, and cither a sccond Burroughs
reprint, a Norton rcprint, or another original singlc rovel.

As with Doublcday, while few of these arc outstanding, mest arc
at lcast good leisurc rcading., Acc would probably bc a strong
"Hugo" candidatc on its rccord of Burroughs reprints alonc.
Truc, it started thec scrics during 1962, and it had to sharec
the glory with Ballantine this year., But it still produccd a
praiscworthy amount, in a uniform format, preserving the spirit
of thc old St. John illustrations, offering more varicty than
just the Tarzan and John Carter scries, and often including in-
troductions or forcwords of rcal bibliographic interest., For
these rcasons, I would say that Ace was at least ncck-and-neck
with Ballantine in its Burroughs production, cven if it couldn't
producc the complete Tarzan and Mars scries in its distinctive
format.

Pyramid has consistontly been producing a large numbcr of
good books, both originals and rcprints, and it rcached some
notablc high peaks in 1963, The Unknown (Benscn) and Swords and
Sorcery (de Camp) hopefully herald a new trend of what meny of
us want most — good scicnce Tantasy and heroic fantesy; the more
the bettor. These two collections arc wonderfully prcsenteds not
just thrown togecther, but with witty, appecaling, almost fannish
blurbs, full rcprint crcdits and tables of contents, illustrations!,
and a clear layout (thc text not disappearing into the inside mar-
gin). Though thesc two were a dime morc than most Pyramid books,
they were worth it, Other Pyramid books of the past year include
Lest Darkness Fall (de Camp), the last two Skylark novels of Doc
Smith, Waldo and Magic, Inc. (Heinlein), and too many other ori-
ginals and rcprints to list here. Man of Two Worlds (Jones) gave
us 268 pages for 4Og; a bargain at today's priccs. Pyramid's
speclalty sccms to be top-quality roprints, anid if its line of
originals isn't of the highest caliber, it's 2l lcast as good as
anyone else's. (Did anyone produce a really good novel during 0” L{
1963?) An cnviable rccord, to be sure. 5

(Continued on page 9) ) \\‘\f




A HARP  FOR TED  JOHNSTONE :

COMMENTS ON THE 65TH  MAILING

DIE WIS #10 — (Schultz) You should'vc taken notes and sent tham to Jim Harmon or to
Harlgn Ellison, My school days werc comparatively mild.

There were a few bullics around, but no rcal fuss about rumbles or girls In Trouble

that I cever rceall hearing of (of course, 1 was protbty much of an introvert at that ]

time, so I may have misscd somcthing). We have the samc situation with fireworks being ”

illegel that you did, cxcept that we never had tc go very far aficld to get ours, bo-

causc of all the 1ittlc cenclaves in the midst of the legal City of Los: Angeles., Every

year for as long as I can ramember, starting about two wecks before the 4th, a large

roadside stand (with plenty of flamboyant advertising) goes up on Slauson Blvd., right

next to the Los Angeles: — Culver City border, just inside Culver City, whore salc of ,

fireworks is lcgal; and it docs & rush business for that two weeks, The day after the

4th, it'sideserted, and in another week, it's dismantled; until next ycar. This is the

outlet I'm most familiar with; there'rc others scattered around whercover the LA City .

law doesn't oxtend, Some fans go all the way down to Tijuans for fircoworks, I under-

stand, but it reelly isn't nccessery. 1If roman candles are all you're alter. Oncc

you've got the fircworks, therc's ncver any trouble about using them; the law is onc of

thosc things that's scldom cnforced as leng as you're not too obvious about breaking it.

The various stands in Culver City and such places even teke out full-page advertiscmonts

in the regular Los Angcles newspapers without anybedy saying anything, 77 When 1 did

use fircworks myself, about 14 to 9 ycars ago, the locel craze was snall detonating.

You went out onto the lawn with a flashlight and some fircerackers, just aftcr dark when

the snails were coming out of the bushes and beginning to become active. You'd pick a

nice, fat specimen sliding along and put a firccracker in its path., Wait until the .

snail started to climb over the obstacle, then light the fuse, and geot out of the way

of possible flying slime. I was cccasiorally charged with cruclty to God's creaturcs,

but I could never sec that it was any worsc than poisoning them, which most grownups did .

the rest of the year,

THE DAILY BITE — (Toskcy & Weber) I now believe in Bob Bloch's "A Way of Lifet, vhen
he talks about Fandom continuing in the wilds after
the rest of civilizaticn is destroyed. The whole thing still scoms slightly incredible
to m¢ —-— were you rcally interested in fishing, or were you just looking for an cxcuse
to publish a onc-shot? UWhich part of your gear took top priority; pup tent, fishing
tackle, or the spirit duplicator? I cnvision an African safari trcking through the
thorn forest, with a special porter for ditte or mimco, paper, stencils (or masters),
typer, lightbox, and similar apparatus. ;

WATLING STREET #7 == (Lichtman) I, too, was plcasantly surpriscd when I found how .
much cld fanzines will bring in cold cash on the open

market, I knew, of course, of the bookstorc on 8th St. downtown whosc proprictor had
apparcntly somec knowledge of Fandom and charged 75¢ apicce for old FANTASY ADVERTISERs

or whatever other fanzines happened to cross his path. And I knew that fans gencrally ’
save the zines they get, sometines oven trading items back and forth, But that fans

arc willing (and ablc) to pay the cquivalent of & good day's wages for this old ephcmera ,
is something which I had not recalized. I shall certainly bear it in mind in the future. !
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PILLAR OF FIRE # — (Brown) But The Star Wasps wasn't mcant as a satire, I don't think.
Robert Moore Williams is a delightful person with a recal
sonse of humor, but I'm pretty surc most of his stories arc serious in irntent. I know he
doosn't think much of them as literaturec; he says he's tired of trying to write geod
stories that get rejected by cditors as being over the hcads of their audiences.  Now,
hets just turning out werdage to order for Don Wollheim, and doing quite well at it —
he said The Day They H-Bombed Los Angcles outsold any onc issue of ANALOG. The Star
Wasps is basically the same story that Wollheim likes so well, that Bob Williams ro-
writes every fow months for re-sale.

THE DINKY BIRD #8 — (Berman) The Fellowship is as usual., Pclz has started one for

N'APA now, called Mastors of the Microcosm, which looks
so far as though it'll dcal mostly in puns with comie book rcferences, sincc that scems
to be the subject with which our largecly-ncofannish membership is best acquainted. I
hope it works out as wcll as the Fellowship in promoting a group spirit; somcthing which
NtAPA necds badly. 4 You get my vote for top honors in poctry in our next Pillar Polll
## Ycs, The Wonderful Adventures of Nils mekes me want to go and visit Sweden; a rcaction
that many actual travel books fail to impart. When a book succeeds in possessing two
admirable qualities, when only one is enough to make it a highly desirable item in its
ficld, ... Well, what more can one say about it? #f Sorry I'm all out of copics of
DRY MARTOONI #2; if I cver get any back, I'1l send thom to you. I hope thosc copies of
Dian's cover will do in thc meantime., I originally ran off 120-odd copiecs of the cover,
intending to put thc zine through both FAPA and Shadow-FAPA, but I didn't get around to
publishing the zine itsclf until the very last moment before the deadline, when there
was neither timc nor paper cnough to run more than cnough copies for FAPA itself., So I
still have around 40 copics of the cover,

SAPTERRANEAN 79 —- (Breen) I supposc we'!ll be seeing you at the coin show at the Statloer
in a month or so, Walt? /4 The first porno I cver saw (aside
from crudc postcards from Tijuana) was during my bricf stsy in a fratornity in collego,
and I didn't give it morc than a skimming through then as I'd been ordercd by the frat
actives to study it, and I dislike being told what to do. That's about the only cxper-
icnce I've had with the stuff. I did recently rcad a paperback by Jim Harmon & Redd
Boggs, but mostly bccause it was sct around the comic book industry; I again skipped over
the sex scenes, because (from rmy point of view) the plot zlways slowed down there. Jack
Harness later asked me how I liked it, remarking that this was an cxample of "real hard-
core stuff", Assuming Jack wasn't putting me cn, which hc probably was, all I can say is,
what's 211 the fuss about? £ In Chile, it's "eclcncia~ficeidn", I'vc scen some of Hugo
Corrca's papcrbound sf novcls from Santiago, and that's how they refer to it on their
cover blurbs, OCorrca is described as having "la concopcién y el vuelo imaginativo de
Huxley y do Orwcll en sus famosos libros titulados "Un Mundo Feliz" y "19&L". " (Correa
was int;oduced to us briefly a couple of yecars ago, Y“cuando uno de los mcjores cscritores
en el género, Ray Bradbury, presenté al novelista chilcno en las principales rovistas de
ciencia~ficcién de los Estados Unidos, publicando, adcmés, en "The Magazine of Fantasy
and Science-Fiction", su rclato titulado "EL Ultimo Elcmento","  (F&SF, April 1962) To
my knowledge, though, that's been his only eppecarence in the American prozines. (Quotes
taken from the blurbs on Corrca's El Quec Merodea en la Lluvia, Santiago de Chile, Zig-Zag,
1962, 211 pgs., np. A literal translaetion of the title is "He Who Searches for Plunder
in the Rain"; the cover shows a rocket ship coming in low over a rainy landscape, As I
only got a "D" in JSpanish, I'm no%t about to translatec &ll 211 pages of it, so 1 can't tell
you vhethor it's any good or not.) ## So scnd me your articlc on Tschaikovsky's "Nuterac~
ker"; I'm trying to get SALAIANDER started again., ## I don't give two hoots if the Ber—
keley Boys are holding the con in Oakland or “rinda or on a pile of guano 78 miles off
the ccast of Peru. Their warcry is still "'€’ Frisco or Fight"; "!Frisco is a Dirty Word"
is a lovecly comecback., ## I like British comcdies very much, but except for a few art
theatres, most of thom don't get distribution around this area. I'm indebted to the idiot
box for introducing me to "Passport to Pimlico", "The Greon Man", "Tight Little Island",
"The Lavender Hill Mob", and others whosc titles I don't recall offhand,
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SPACEVUARP #77 —- (Art Rapp) I still think that Brucc should've produccd a toothy smilc
for his picturc on that SPECTATOR cover. f Did you cver
scc that N3F onc-shot of a couplec ycars ago, where we hceld the Fan Hillton kittens up to
the keys of the clectric typer? Fully as litcrate as your younger gencration, I do as-
surc you. ## "Comc out from bchind that "K.L." Nangecec, wc rccognizc youl"™ I bolicve
that I shall reprint that linc in the Cult, where it will be given a positively obscene
connotation, /# Wc got a copy of Toskcy'!'s math book in our library. ;A# 1'11 probably
give you sccond placc for poctry.

IGNATZ ;/34 —— (llan Rapp) You mean the Ttalians haven't invented windowscreen yet?
Yhy don't you introduce tham and become a Focal Point in
history, like Martin Padway? #/ Italy may havc prozines and fannish typcs, but docs
it havc a fandom?

PILLAR OF FIRE # -- (Brown) Hey, I rccognizcd that Faulkner story you were parodying.
I didn't know I'd cver rcad any Faulkner before (well, I
had to rcad onc of his novels for a college English class, but this wasn't it). I may
bc morc literatc than I'd rcalized., Ask mc another,

POT POURRI #31 — (Bcrry) Walt Daugherty gave a lccturce on spacc-age postage stamps
at thc LASFS about a ycar ago, complcte with colored slide
projcctions. It was a notablc success. Walt's main thome was the same as yours, that
the U.S. should get on the ball and "close the stamp gap", as it were., The audicnce
agreed with him complctely. 7 Did you cver get that fossil we found in Utah last
Aupgust? I'11 have to ask Brucc if he cver scnt it.

All OPEN LETTER TO LIE HOFTIAN —- (Zncy)  You're going to have to get Geo. Heap to mak-
ing morc Hyborian Lcgion badges, in sclf de-
fensce  And I wish that I'd attended that TAPA mecting now, instead of going to whatever
clsc was on at the same time. ## Was that filksinging minicon recally after thc con pro-
per cnded? It's one of my clearest recollcctions of the whole shebang, I've been to
other filksings at other cons, and I'1l agrec that this onc was onc of the splendidist.

I hope Chuck Hanscn got it all dowm on his cverprescent tape recorder. We're going to

have to have a spceial filksing at some
future con wherc cverybody will just keep
quict and listcn to Chuck's tapes. 74 By

and large, my con cxpericnces dovetailed
pretty well with yours, I'm glad to sce
this, particularly as I didn't write a pro-
per convention rcport
of my own. Thanks a
lot. .4 And congratu-
lations on putting on

a decent Costume Ball,
The announccement of

the masqucraders' namcs
wasn't always too clear,
cspeeially at first when
the band broke out into
its ratatatatata at the
same time the annocunce-
ment was given, but
this was the only sorc
point; a drastic im-
provement over the Chi-
Con's Ball,

oo



SPY RAY — (Enecy) Have you rcad Peter
Bryant's rcvised cdi-—-
tion of Red Alcrt, rctitled Dr. Strange-
love to jibc with the film being made of
it? It's been turned into a grisly com—
cdy, cnding up the samc way as On the
Beach. The Russians have just completed
the nueleer deterrent to cnd all nuclear
deterrents; a massive device or scries of
H--Bombs all jackcted in cobalt, buricd
somewhere in the Urals and sct to go off
- - if a mechanical meter cver registers
above a ccrtain level of radicactivity
in the USSR, snowing that Russia had been
attacked, The rcsulting explosion of the
device would blast cnough "dirty" matcerial
into thc atmosphere to shower the vhole
world with a fallout lethal for 100 years.
A gun pointed at the head of the rest of
the world, in cffcect, Unfortunately, due
wo the comedy of crrors that constitutces
the plot of the beok, an H-Eomb 1s dcto-
nated in Rugsia boforc the rest of the
world is informecd of the existenece of the
doonsday device. The whole thing rcads
rather improesively, and the cast is pre-
scnted as such "recalistic idiots™ that a feeling of "moybe thoy would try something like
this" is almost succecssfully put across. ## I've heard that the Cuban gov't around 1940
tried putting licorice~flavored muicilage on its postage stamps, but quit when too many
parcnts complained that their kids were licking the gum off the stamps before they could
be uscd,

This is a watchbird watching VYalter Breen!

"To Those Who Scrve What We Must Have...!" --cont'd from page 5

Ballantine is a large contender, but I don't think it quitc matches the other two,
this ycar. Tor some rcason, it's been concentrating on reprinting its best-scllers of
past ycars, almost to the oxclusion of anything clse. There arc the Burroughs reprints,
of course —— in fact, I'1l bet that the big splash madec by rcleasing the first ton Tarzan
titles together will get it more than a few votcs, But fog the reuwsuns given above, I
wouldn't put Ballantine morc than even with Acc on Burroughs production — and Acec's ro-
gular turnout of -so ruch morc pew materisgl by other authors gives it a decided cdge.
Besides, on the matter of availability: I would goess that Ballantine's 50¢ pricctag
makes its wares less availablc than Ace's and Pyramid's 40¢ books, to the casual buyer.

Other publishers? Berkclcy put out a lot, and so did Avon; but not cnough, I think,
to rank in the same class with Pyramid or Ace as.to quantity (qualitywise, they're about
equal). Bantam, Signet, Popular Library, and the otlers cither were of decidedly infer-
ior quality, or didn't publish necarly cnovgh s=f. The mmuch-heraldcd Lancer Scicnce Fie—
tion Library proved a bust, degenerating to reoorinting rezdily-available Asimov titles
at 75¢ cach; and Belmont's scli-proclaimed orize® cnllcchions deserve more censure for
theilr cover claims than praise for their zonterts,

Iy predictions, then, for at lecast the five finalists on the last "ugo" ballot
arc Arkham House, Doublcday, Acc, Pyramid, and Ballentine; and my personal votc for the
winner will go to onec of the first four of th =o. Ail five bave finc reputations for
making much good scicnce fiction arnd fantasy availablc to the public over the years; it's
about time they get reccognition. The "Hugo" ballet states that this Best SF Book Pub-
lisher category rcplaces the "Special Award", "for this ycar only", so this may be the
only time yc¢ "1l have a chance to vote for whom you consider the best publisher to be,
Don't pass up the opportunity,




....Whet? Who in hell <f;> <f§> Czj%//ﬁ’
is that? How'd hg manage to {§;> (/<>
crawl into this mailing? Patten = /4{> <C§> J;>>
must be off on another onc of his _ ijk <C§> (¢;>)
"be kind to ncos" binges. Look at _ {//’ (
all those fuggheads on the WL lined g, /¢§> (1252
up for edmission to thc zoo... The Ha <::)'
wholc damned apa is going to thc dogs.... Ry <C§fi(Jr) <Q{T;;;>
depriving you of Fcarless Fred's penctrating an- &y (j£2<> /A{>
alysis of the last mailing, Instcad, I'm afraid K {Jr)
you'll cither have to wade through scveral crude '*K. (/:235

Woof. So herc I am, taking up space and

pages of obscrvations by an incxperienced fugghead, or e

turn to thc lettercol and scc what Harry Warner has to H\a ///
say THIS month, Thanx to Fred for his magnanimous gesturc, S .
TFor vhat they'ro worth, here are my impressions of last mail- -

ing.

DIE WIS--(Schultz) Do you managc to pick up Jean Shcpherd on the radio
out there in Detroit? Your narrative sounds very similzar to the storics
he recounts of his boyhood cxpericnces in Indiana.

By all mcans, tcll us about thc home madc riot guns. My cxpcricncec as a
lunitions llaker cxtends solely to film stink bombs (you can't c¢ven do that anymore
since they took the Silver Sulfide out) and to the manufacturc of an explosive powder
consisting of Sugar, Potassium Chloratc and Manganesc Dioxide. You merely place some on
a stick and one touch of a match scnds a footlong shower of purple flame from the end.
It came in very handy for making like Buck Rogers,

WATLING STREET--(Lichtman) lore and morc tecnagers scem to be becoming dissatisiiod
with Rock and Roll, I consider Nogro spiritual music as a subset of Folk music, mysclf,
but one could argic scmantice,

What I rcally mcan to say is that most tecnagers arc becoming dissatisfied with loud
meaningless howling, and secking more tuncful centertainment., Ray Charles is cnjoyable to
me, but I loathc thc numerous groups of "howlers about surfboards and other varied junk",
I consider r&r to bc good as "music to listen to while typing mailing comments", Good
Folk music is far supcrior to rocké&roll.

I wish I could painlcssly disposc of backlogs of junk as you do. It torec the very
soul out of me to throw out my collecction of 5,000 comics twe years ago, and my six shcl-
ves of stf are glaring ominously out of the bookcase. Don't know what I'11 do when the
Timc comes.,

POT POURRI--(Bcrry) I hopc as you arc rcading this that therc is safcly
cnclosed in SAPS 66 a new Goon Novelette. I got to rcad the last onc bricfly
while glancing through SAPS 64 and thought it was G*RUEXAXT,

Y

<S1/ S SPY RAY (OpCrFc236--Ency) I cnjoyed the con report muchly. It's
interesting to scc what the con committec does during all the pan-
dacmonium,

Re Destroying the Human Race for Fun and Profit; what
‘Qté, “ about the ceffect that a deluge of bombs would have on
: the terrain? The whole East Coast might go under
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water and therc would certainly be tremendous ecarthquakes out West. Not to mention the
fact that if there are any survivers they'll probably wind up killing themselves anyway.
You also do not trcat the problem of sterilization and mutations from fallout, You may
not destroy thc progeny of what was oncc the human racc, buv whether sald progeny could
be considered to be part of mimanity is a ticklish question. {4{Reminds me of the closing
paragraphs of Sturgcon's "™Mcmorial!. —-fup}s

Leaving the threat of nuclcar war tcmporarily, what about mutating a virus till it's
out of control, somcthing on the order of THE LAST VIAL by Doctor McClatchic? And then
there arce 2lwvays all those fun nervegascs that thce Nazis developed., Supnosc a three pron~
ged attack was launchcd; Bombs, o new discasc and peison gas. It scems to me that you'd
certainly comc closec. Man isn't likely to destroy himsclf, but I think that he docs have
the nceessary technology to do so.

ENZYIE—(Castora) Yhat did you think of the JSA rcvival in Justice Leaguc recently?
You wouldn't be onc of thosc nuts who'!ll pay 8-10 bucks for a copy of All-Star, would
you? 4{{Hah! —fup}} If so, maybe we can do business, because I can got them much
cheaper in NY City if the profit is a sufficient motivational forcec., liec to scc you
on the N'APA WL; you'll probably be in before long,

FLABBERGAST ING--{Toskcy) Perhaps you can solve a2 problem which has been bugging me for
about a ycar now. Firstly6 where a = any number in the recals, 0 =1, 0 being a real
numbcr, one can say that O° also cquals 1. If the proceding is true, then 0°/0° is cqual
to onc boceuse a/e = 1 wherc a £ 0 and 0% # 0. It is also truc that aP/aP cquals (a/z)b
so that 00/00 is oqgal to (0/0)Y which cquals 1, but this contradicts thec definition that
in the cxpression &Y, a must be a real number, becausc G/0 is of indecterminate value, I
think maybe that the discrcpancy can be resolved with the theory of limits, but that's
beyond my prescnt mathematicel capabilities, £LLDid you get all thosc symbols on your
typer, Fred?33 ({8 &#/*%$’%! And I hope L made a typo somewherc! —-~fup)s-

Have you hcard the littlc known Burroughsisn history in regard to Amtor? It secms
that Carson and Duarc were trapped in one of the forest regions of Strabol. Their wan-
dorings brought them to the shore of a furiously rushing river. In obscrving the terrain,
Carson noted a pecculiar type of vegetation. It consisted of a scrics of branches of vari-
ous lengths sprouting vertically from a horizontal tree trunk. The first such branch was
1 mile in height as was the sccond, The third was 1/2 mile in height, then the next was
1/6 and then 1/2/ followed by 1/5! and so on. Sceing the answer to their plight, Carson
cut down the tree, and they sot sail on a raft composed of & scries of Napicrian Logs.
(Anybody elsc that gets that onc and hasn't alrcady keocled over in agony gects thc Brass
Fibligee with Bronze Oaklcaf Clusters,)

WILD COLOIIAL BOY——(Foyster) I cnjoyed Mervyn Barrctt's account of his trip and also
the article on Sydney at Easter. Thanx for including thcm.

HIEROGLYPHIC—/(¥aye) You likc Breaking Point? I've watched the thing two or three
times and barcly refraincd from bursting out laughing. The actors are hammy, arnd the
dialog cven hammicr. The thesis of the show scems to be that the psychiatrist spouts a
juicy picco of Froud and the paticrnt is instantancously curcd. Something like, "low,
Mr., Smith, your problem is quite simple, You hate your father and you were bitten by a
cat as a child, Knowing this, you can sce vhy your panic when the tiger at the zoo ate
his kecper was purcly irrational,..."

Personally, there is one new TV scrics which I've grown to like. It's The Tugitive.
This is a scrics about a man mistakenly convicted of murdering his wife. He oscapcs, and
the weckly plot concerns his wanderings about the USA scarching for the real killer and
flecing from the cops. Despite the scemingly trite plotline, David Jansen as [imble, the
fugitive, acts the part superbly. It's on AEBC on Tucsdays around here.
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MISTY--(1finc kindly bcncfactor, Frcd Patten) It fccls peculiar to comment on Fred's
zinc, since I am presently located therein, but I do want fo toll Frod how much I con- .
joyed his trip report. (I really crjoyed your trip rcport, Frcd.) Too bad about CS #
Lewis's passing, low we'll never know how it came to pass that Jadis cnslaved Narnia.

As far as that Pcacc March gocs, it was callcd off beecausc of too many cops prowlin:
around who might have gotten the Wrong Impression, A much smaller group did meke the
trck unofficially, but I wasn't part of it,

MEST——(Johnstonc) You might bc interested to know that in addition to Kent licDanicl
(whosc full namec is D. K. McDanicl) 4£? ——fup}d, therc is also a David Johnstonc in {
fandom. Howzabout that? Just to confusc things, his middlc initial is A, as in Scth A.
Johnson., Uhatcha, gonna call yoursclf now? I don't sce why you don't stick to Johnstonc
anyway; after all, you werc herc first,

YEZIDEE--(Girard) Kcep thosc Shalar storics coming, 'hat happenced to the con rcport .
you sald you wcrce going to includc? =

The Burroughs storics I likc best are THE MOCH 1AID and BEYOND THIRTY {THE LOST i
CONTINENT). I find most of thc lMars scrics aftcr the first threc as too repititious to
bc rcally cnjoyable. After all, anycnc can write a lMars book., First you pick a rclative
of John Cartcr and invent somec hidden citics and an arcna or torturc chamber, liext you
have a trck over the Dcad Sca bottoms in which somconc is shot at, dismcmbered, or othor-
wisc capturcd by the Green lien; and finally you have the clinch scenc in which the Prin-
ccss finally decides that she's in love with the particular slob who's becen gallavanting
around resculng her for the last 20 chapters, To add rcalism you can rcefer to a Nince-
teenth Century grammar book and a copy of WORLDS IMN COLLISION by Velikovsky, or use robert
Lawson or Shaver to concoct pscudocxplanations so that you can invent any kind of death
ray you happcn to be in the mood for. With all this, if you still can't think of a plot, |,
then simply trensfor a country from Earth to Hars and change thc namc around., You can't
usc Nazi Germany becausce Burroughs scooped you in CARSON OF VENUS, tut therc's always A
Russia to throw around for kicks.
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SLUG——(Vcbor) Cocngrats on winning TAFF. I gucss you've temporarily deecided against
putting your Universe rcversal plan into opcration, or you would have let onc of the
other twe win.

R —

Just think, whcn you finally do do it all the world will be concerned with fandom
and thcy'll scll YANDRO on thc ncwsstands., £4I can just picturc the Coulsons rcacting
to the notion of inercasing their press run to 1,200,000 copics., ——fwp?s The H3F will !
be the world govermment (Ghu, what a horrible thought). <££I/ith the Cult vctoing every- )
thing and defaulting on its ducs payments, --fwp}3 Of course, here and therec will be
somc courageous individualists who will form ifundanc clubs, the primc purposc of which
will be to talk about Lawrcnce Welk and watch situation comedics over closed circuit
tclevision "apas". Then there'll be the conventions wherc Pulitzer Prizes arc awarded...

Say Welly, do you think wc might be able to talk you out of it for a fow more hun- )
dred years?

SPELEOBRI—(Pclz) A pox on Tom Armistcad! Raisc waitlist prices, fic! The DisTawf .
Side is very intercsting rcading, Is therc any chance of you publishing thc wholc thing
as onz fanzing?

Fuanny, norc of the subway stations I've scen have cver been closcd at night, When ¢

woald you have a nced to usc a bootknife, outside if you werc suddenly tclcported to ®
Coventry or hit by a zcta beam? Don't tell me they're THAT vicious at LASFS,

12 Les me's sont finis. -LB



